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the possibilities of mechanical flying. On leaving the
sea I became a draughtsman in the motor-car industry,
gaining experience that was to prove very useful to me
in later years. I still spent all my spare time studying
the problems of flight, and kept on building models of
various kinds.

It was towards the end of 1903 that I first heard
reports concerning the activities and experiments which
the Wright Brothers were carrying on in the United
States. In December 1903 I first wrote to them at
Kitty Hawk in South Carolina where they were making
their early attempts to drive a glider with an internal
combustion engine. I told them of my own experi-
ments and received a very nice reply from them.

A few years later, in 1909, when Wilbur Wright came
to Europe and was giving flying demonstrations at Le
Mans in France, I decided that I would go over to see
him so that I might study his machine at first hand. I
crossed over from Southampton, taking my bicycle
with me, and I rode the hundred odd miles to Le Mans
aerodrome. When I arrived there Wilbur Wright was
advised of my presence. He remembered my name and
was most kind in showing me over his machine,
answering all the many questions which I asked. I
felt especially honoured by this attention, for at this
time he had refused many notabilities and even royalty
from making an inspection of his machine. If he had
done so he would have had all his time occupied in
trying to answer the many silly questions which were
customary in those days instead of attending to his
work.

My own impressions of Wilbur Wright were that
he was the quiet, silent type of man and wasted no
words in his conversation. He was certainly a most
thorough and determined man, but I thought, at the
time, that he and his brother had given themselves a
difficult task by reason of their making their balancing